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Police say 
uspect in 
fire sought 
revenge 


North Side man 
beaten in bar fight 


By Shelly Bradbury 
and Karen Kane 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


‘The suspect in a house fire that 
killed two women and a &year-old 
girl in Homewood early Wednes- 
day set the blaze in retaliation for a 
fistfight outside a Penn Hills night- 
club, Pittsburgh police believe. 

“Yep, yep, I did it. The 
shouldn't (mess) with me,” 41-year 
old Martell Smith of the North Side 
uttered repeatedly as he watched 
firefighters battle the blaze at 7634 
Bennett St. about 230a.m. Wednes- 
day, a witness told police. 

Investigators believe Mr. Smith 
doused the three-story brick house 
in gasoline and set it on fire not 
long after he was beaten in a fight 
with aman who lived in the home, 

Coincidentally, that man was not 
there when the fire began, police 
said. His mother, Sandra Carter 
Douglas, 58, was killed and her hus- 
band, Cecil Douglas, 58, climbed out 
a second-story window and jumped 
tosafety, breaking his ankle. 

‘The son's girlfriend, Shamira 
Staten, 21, and her daughter, 
Chy’enne Manning, 4, lived in the 
home and also died in the fast- 
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Westinghouse 
nuclear plant 
wins approval 
from Georgia 


Company hopes to sell 
plants in India, Mideast 


By Anya Litvak 


Pittsburgh Post Gazette 


Plant Vogtle in Georgia — West 
inghouse Electric Co.'s last hope 
for a U.S. showcase of its AP1000 
nuclear power plant — will con- 
tinue construction, delivering a 
much needed boost for the Cran- 
berry-based nuclear firm. 

‘The news that the project won a 
key nod from Georgia officials on 
‘Thursday was critical for Westing- 
house, which is in the throes of a 
‘uptey brought about by de- 
sand cost overruns on this very 
project and its cousin in South Car- 
olina, which was canceled in July 

Industry experts said that if 
Westinghouse wants to be able to 
sell any AP1000 plants abroad —as 
it is vying to do in India and Saudi 
Arabia — it will need a referen 
plant in the U.S. Vogtle will serve 
that function. 

Westinghouse is currently 
working on a proposal, due before 
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Rebecca Droke/ Post Gazette 


John Flint’s emotions get the best of him Thursday as he talks about his late girfriend, Fiona Koell. Mr. Flint attended Operation Safety Net's annual 
memorial service Downtown to honor homeless men and women who died this year. Mr. Flint said the couple were going to get married in Las Vegas. 
Ms. Koell, originally from Sacramento, Calif, died in April. Her body was found in a creek in Cumberland County, 


Story on A-9 


By Tim Grant 


Ptsburgh Post Gazette 


‘The telephones have been busy 
the past few days at the Allegheny 
County treasurer's office, Before 
the end of the year, many taxpay- 
ers want to take advantage of the 
old rules related to deducting 
their state and local taxes when 
fillingout their federal forms, 


Overhaul 

This is one of a series of stories 
runningover the next several days 
on the impact of the new tax bil 


“We've had an influx of calls 
from people wanting to pay their 
2018 taxes early,” said one person 
who works in the office. “They 
are calling to find out how to go 


‘Taxpayers calling county treasurer’s 
office to pay early, avoid new rules 


about paying taxes in advance 
and we are providing them with 
the information.” 

‘New rules that will go into ef- 
fect next year will do away with 
several breaks that have in past 
years helped reduce many tax- 
payers’ bills. Just how big an im- 
pact those changes have will 
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By Andrew Taylor 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Repub- 
lican-led Congress narrowly 
passed a temporary spending bill 
Thursday to avert a government 
shutdown, doing the bare mini- 
mum in a sprint toward the holi- 
days and punting disputes on im- 
migration, health care and the 
budget tonext year. 

‘The measure passed the House 
ona231-188 vote aver Democratic 
opposition and then cleared the 
Senate, 66-32, with Democrats 
from Republican-leaning states 
providing many of the key votes. 
President Donald Trump is ex- 
pected tosign the measure, 

‘The stopgap legislation would 
keep the government from clos- 
ing down at midnight Friday. It 
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Stopgap spending bill averts government shutdown 


J. Scott Applewhite/Associated Press 


House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady, R-Texas, 


right, laughs with Rep. Peter Roskam, Ril 


Capitol in Washington. 


left, Thursday at the 


Pennsylvania 
among states 
hardest hit 

by overde 


About 38 per 100,000 
residents died in 2016 


By Rich Lord 
Pittsburgh Post Gazette 


Pennsylvania had the nation’s 
fourth-highest rate of drug over- 
dose deaths last year, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported Thursday, as partofa dire 
analysis of addiction’s toll 

The Atlanta-based federal 
agency released its latest break- 
down of the cascading addiction 
problem, which took 63,600 Ameri- 
can lives last year — two-thirds of 
them stolen by opioids like fenta- 
nyl, heroin and oxycontin. 

‘The CDC called that “an increas- 
ing public health burden in the 
United States,” a day after noting 
that it has almost single-handedly 
reduced American life expectancy 
for the second year ina row 

It's a vital sign of the societal 
health of the nation,” said Donald 


Online 

Life and Death on Santron Avenue: 
special report on the devastating 
effect of addiction on Pittsburgh's 
Carrick neighborhood. 
post-gazette.com 
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